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Mr. Thomas

his year we are having our new expatriate teacher. His name is Errol Thomas. Mr. Thomas has been to

Hong Kong for less than three months, but he can already speak Cantonese quite well.

Mr. Thomas had taught in an Australian school for 21 years before teaching in Li Ping, and he joined the NET
scheme because he wants to make a change and the conditions are attractive. He described our school as a good,
well-organized school of which students are friendly and teachers are committed to education and students.

When teaching English, there are a couple of difficulties encountered by him including some Form 1 students'
poor English foundation, difficulties in communication with weak students and the lack of interest in learning English
among some students. To deal with the problems, Mr. Thomas's theory is to keep changing to make the lessons more
interesting.

Mr. Thomas advises us not to rely on English lessons only, and to practice English inside and outside the English
lessons every day. Mr. Thomas said that the differences between Hong Kong students and those in Australia are
that school uniform is remarkably well enforced and students are more disciplined in Hong Kong. The computer facilities
are better in Hong Kong, and the class size is larger here, but the school area in Australia is 40-50 times larger than
that in Hong Kong.

However, he is getting quite used to the cramped conditions in Hong Kong. Besides, Mr. Thomas has little problem
with the language difference as there are more people speaking English here than he expected. Mr. Thomas added
that the weather in Hong Kong is kind of humid in summer and quite different from that of Australia, but he's already
got used to it and loves it.

Mr. Thomas lives alone in Hong Kong now, but his family will settle down in Hong Kong later. His wife, Heather,
his two sons, Justin and Hamish, and his daughter, Kelly all live near Adelaide, Australia for the time being. To relieve
homesickness, Mr. Thomas telephones home regularly and returns home on holidays.

After a busy day of teaching, Mr. Thomas does gym exercise, swimming, playing the guitar and watching TV as
a relaxation and pastime. Mr. Thomas said he enjoys teaching in our school.
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