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As captain of the debate team you have been asked to write a debate
speech. The task is to argue that ‘Watching TV Makes US Smarter’.

In your speech you should include three reasons to support the statement.

Write your speech.

Good morning, teachers and students. | am honoured to have the chance to speak in front of you all.
Today | am going to argue for the statement “Watching TV Makes Us Smarter”. | strongly believe in
the validity of it and will put forth three reasons to support my view.

First of all, watching TV can broaden our horizons. A wide variety of TV genres are available, such
as travel, wildlife, history and science, to name but just a few. We can access information of different
fields even if we stay at home and we can learn a lot of things that are not taught in textbooks.
Therefore, it is undoubted that watching TV can open our eyes.

In fact, watching TV is an effective strategy for us to learn because the producers usually research
a lot of information and extract the most valuable things before shooting a program. Hence, we save
a lot of time filtering the information ourselves. Besides, the presentation of TV programs is more
likely to arouse interest. The audio and visual elements help audience understand and grasp
information quickly. In contrast, school lessons and print media are inevitably boring, especially for
the younger generation.

Secondly, watching TV can also keep us up-to-date with different things that are happening in the
society. As we all know, Hong Kong is a fast-paced city and there are a lot of changes every day. In
a bid to attract audience’s attention, TV programs are quick to cover the issues which affect citizens’
livelihood.

From my own experience, making full sense of social issues is extremely important. If we gain
sufficient information of the society, we are more likely to make a wise decision. Life’s big decisions
depend on how well we know the society. To take an example, whether you are planning to pursue
further studies or get a job, knowing the socio-economic development is indispensable. If you join an
industry which will start to die out after a decade, you'll certainly regret it.

Last but not least, watching TV can enhance our thinking skills. Current affairs programs usually
invite people who have different thoughts and standpoints to share their views. Through comparing
their ideas, our critical thinking abilities will be improved.

If we want to be able to learn independently, being equipped with good analytical abilities is
important. Local schools, however, have long been affected by the exam-oriented culture. Students
are therefore so used to drilling instead of thinking critically. In this circumstance, watching current
affairs programs can exactly make up for the deficiency.

To sum up, good TV programs can widen our horizons, keep us up-to-date with current affairs and

enhance our thinking skills. Without doubt, watching TV can make us smarter. Thank you for
listening.

Jeammen&s:

- Sound arguments with solid development of ideas. Keep up the good work.

5A Wang Hexiang (Blue House)
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Write a letter to Ms Chow, the Principal, to express you concerns and

give three recommendations on educating students about the correct
concept of health.

Dear Principal Chow,

| am writing to draw your attention to some health issues of our junior form
students and suggest some ways to correct their concept of health.

A few classmates and | have conducted a research with junior form students
about their eating habits. We were shocked to find that more than 60% of
them are skipping meals. Some of them do so because they want to save
pocket money, while some girls want to look slimmer. The situation is
worrying because nutrition is important for growth. | am also concerned
about the long-term negative impacts of skipping meals on these students.
They may have poor concentration during class and perform badly. To tackle
this issue, | am going to give some suggestions in the following.

We may invite nutritionists and psychologists to hold talks in morning
assemblies so that students can understand the importance of a balanced
diet and develop positive values. We need experts to share with students
some real cases on how harmful it is to skip meals, especially during
puberty.

| also suggest organizing a Health Week. During the week, we can help
students measure their BMI to see if they are within a healthy range. We can
put up display boards about the problems brought by poor nutrition and set
up game stalls to let students learn the correct concept of health in a fun
way.

5B Chung Pak To (Yellow House)

peammento:

- ldeas are well developed and elaborated with supporting details.
The overall structure is coherent and appropriate to the text type.

Well done.
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You are working on a project entitled ‘Hong Kong’'s NEETs’. NEETs are
young people who are not in education, employment or training. Many of
these young people spend their time at home playing video games or
surfing the Internet.

Write a report to explain why the number of NEETs in Hong Kong is rising
and suggest what can be done to help these youths. Give reasons to
support your suggestions.

1 Introduction

Technological advancement is so rapid nowadays and has led to a situation in which many
youngsters spend a lot of time playing online games and surfing the Internet at home. In some
cases, the young people are called NEETS because they are “not in education, employment or
training”. This report aims to explain why their number is rising and suggest ways to tackle the
issue.

2 Reasons for the rising number of NEETs

2.1 Younger generation’s over-reliance on parents
There are more affluent families nowadays and some have hired domestic helpers to take care
of their children. These parents often dote on their children and are willing to satisfy their
material wants. This has led to young people’s over-reliance on parents. They are too used to
being looked after and have difficulties integrating themselves into the society. They take things
for granted and are unable to face the competition in real life. Therefore, they choose to stay at
home and immerse themselves in the online world.

2.2 Effects of the Internet
As technology advances, teenagers like playing online games or surfing the Internet. It is also
a way for them to escape from the reality which is full of different kinds of pressure. Many of
them do not like to study but the social norm is that academic achievement equals everything.
Therefore, they can only get a sense of achievement from the online world. This weakens their
interpersonal and problem-solving skills and it will be hard for them to seek a job, forming a
vicious cycle.

3 Suggestions

3.1 Instilling proper values into young people
To reduce the number of NEETs, education is the first thing we need. Spreading correct
concepts of life planning through the Internet is a good choice to educate teenagers since they
are used to accessing the Internet.

3.2 Educating parents
Parents should also be taught not to spoil their children, so that they will not take things for
granted. In the long run, they may become more independent and able to fit in with our society.

4 Conclusion

The rising number of NEETs in Hong Kong is a serious problem and it deserves our attention. The
problem could be solved by instilling proper values into teenagers and educating parents. It is
hoped that the above suggestions will help tackle the issue and make Hong Kong a better society.

Jeammentxa:

- Well-organized ideas. You have shown a good understanding towards the
problem and are able to give corresponding solutions.

5C Lei Pak Ki (Blue House)




