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A taste of my possible
future job

Last summer, | took partin a programme called ‘Low-income workers’. Students who joined
were asked to take up during the summer holiday one of the three jobs which included fast
food worker, dishwasher and street cleaner. | chose to be a fast food worker.

| started on the job in July. | worked in the McDonald’s. It is in Tsuen Wan. | picked it
because it is near my home. For the first few days, | just had to make the fries and clean the
kitchen. When | got the hang of it, | had to take orders and make burgers too. The biggest
problem with the job is to deal with customers. Some customers were bad-tempered and
often yelled at me for no reason.

Nevertheless, one of the benefits about the job is that | learnt how to communicate with
customers effectively. It was an important part for most jobs, especially when dealing with
unreasonable customers. It also developed my problem-solving skills and emotional
quotient. Even if the customers shouted at me, | had to be polite and patient as | did not
want to lose my job.

The downside comes along with the benefits. Meeting with some rude customers always
made me feel frustrated. No matter how hard | tried, they were never satisfied.

What is out of my expectation is that our boss was pretty nice to us. He did not scold us
when we did something wrong but instead he taught us patiently, and when we did well, he
praised us. My co-workers were also nice to me, but sometimes they would be impatient
when they were busy. | also learned to think and react quickly when

dealing with customers. In fact, | felt upset when | made

mistakes. Even though no one put the blame on me, | felt ﬂ ﬂ

sorry that they had to make up for me.

After two months’ work in the McDonald’s, | can honestly w
say that it was a great experience. Since then, | have

great respect for people who have low-paid jobs. Next
time, | will not yell at the staff if my order is served late.

5A Chan Ka Kiu (Red House)

Comments:

- Sam, you’ve got loads of brilliant ideas and
they are coherently presented.
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Will rising house prices affect
teenagers’ futuree

With the crazy house prices and shortage of public
housing, people in Hong Kong are highly pressed by
financial burden. In my point of view, not only adults are
facing these problems, but also teenagers. Most of the
teenagers start worrying whether they can own a flat in
future when they are still in school. As more and more
teenagers are confused about their future, let's see how
housing problems make an impact on them.

To begin with, there is no doubt that purchasing a flat will
bring a brighter future for teenagers. If teenagers have
their own flat, they need not worry about when to build a
family as they have already secured a stable
environment. Also, as property prices keep rising,
teenagers may resell the flat to make more money. As a
result, having a flat means one has already got basic
financial security which supports him to plan his future
step by step.

However, buying a flat can only be a dream for most of the
teenagers in Hong Kong. Most of the fresh graduates can
just immediately become a worker, and work for their
dream house every day. ‘Losing at the starting line’ is the
greatest saying to describe a graduate who does not have
his own flat. If you were born in a wealthy family, you may
easily get upward mobility in the society. However, not
every family can support their children to purchase their
flat, so they can only change their life by working harder.
We can see that young adults nowadays keep working
from 8am to 6pm in order to achieve their dream.
Everyone just fights for his own flat, and sees it as their
life goal. What a sorrowful phenomenon!

It goes without saying that students cannot guarantee a
comfortable future without owning a property. If a
graduate does not have his own property, he may need to

spend more time working on it, and he will not have the
chance to pursue his dream. | believe no one would like to
have a stressful life like this. Teenagers may feel
depressed as they foresee it. How can a comfortable
future be full of depression?

In addition, living with parents forever also does not
guarantee a confortable future. Without property, young
adults will find it hard to build their own family. If it is easier
to buy property, they need not be so worried. It helps
reduce lots of pressure.

On the other hand, someone may say that without owning
a property, a student can still have a comfortable future. |
agree that some optimistic teenagers can still enjoy their
life even though they are not well-off. Some of them may
enjoy chasing their dreams even if they do not have a
strong financial background. However, without property, it
is hard for them to go further on their road of chasing their
dreams. They can enjoy this moment just because they
are still young and their family can give support to them. If
you think more deeply, is it still the case after 10 years, 20
years or 30 years? Can you still get support from your
family and not become independent? If unfortunately your
parents pass away, can you guarantee your future at that
moment? So, | think having one’s own property is a basic
requirement to guarantee a comfortable future of every
teenager.

Last but not least, every teenager hopes to have a
glorious future. The crazy property prices and lack of
living spaces undoubtedly limit or break teenagers’
dream. It is so hard for them to succeed and they even
cannot see their future clearly. What a hard-living city for
teenagers.

m !I q 5B Lei Cheuk Lam Sydney (Red House)
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My Working Experience in
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SUMMER

Last summer, | was employed as one of the crew members at a fast food
restaurant. To me, it was an unforgettable and rewarding experience as this
was my first time to earn money myself.

Every day during the summer holidays, | had several duties to do, for
example, making orders, preparing food, handling payments, maintaining
cleanliness and delivering food to customers. | had an hour’s lunch break
and | could enjoy a free meal provided by the restaurant.

Thanks to this job, | made a lot of friends while | was working there and so
my social circle was enlarged. | not only learnt how to communicate with
other people, but also knew the importance of team spirit - one can never be
able to finish a big task successfully unless he or she tries to cooperate with
other members in a team to get everything done.

Working at a fast food restaurant, | also got some challenges and difficulties
to deal with. For instance, | was always hurt by boiling oil when frying food in
the kitchen. Besides that, as | was a novice crew member, customers might
get impatient or annoyed. They sometimes even yelled at me because of
making careless mistakes.

From this experience, | realise that being patient and having good temper is
very important when working in the service industry. | also know that it is not
easy to earn a living nowadays since our society is competitive. There is no
doubt that being equipped with different skills can guarantee a more
promising future.

5C Chou Ching Long, Ray (Blue House)
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‘ - Your essay is quite well written with a lot of details and elaboration. They are
mostly relevant to the topic and are well organized. Well done! Keep up the
good work!
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Mw Craze

We all know that taking selfie has been getting more popular recently among
youngsters and young adults. We can find selfies on different social networking
sites. It has gradually become a craze. In this essay, both reasons and
problems of taking selfies will be discussed.

There are quite a number of reasons why people enjoy taking selfies. It is true
that taking selfies can document the special moments in people’s lives. In
addition, people want to reinforce their carefully self-built image. Taking selfies
serves as a confidence booster.

Owing to the selfie craze, the possible problems brought by it should not be
ignored. It cannot be denied that image-based platforms are forcing people to
look at themselves more critically than ever before. They may even be willing to

take risks as long as they look better. It is because the more obsessed they
become with selfies, the more likely they would feel the urge to bridge the gap
between their virtual and real images. For example, the selfie craze has driven
more young people to seek plastic surgery.

On the other hand, selfie craze may lead to a decrease in self-esteem and
satisfaction in the viewers as people may unwittingly compare their
not-as-glamorous lives with those shared by others. For example, they may trap
themselves in negative thoughts such as being disappointed and complaining
about themselves when comparing with the illusions projected by others.

Needless to say, we should focus more on appreciating one’s inner beauty. It is
hoped that people will not get addicted to taking selfies.

5D Shahzadi Maira (Green House)

Qeamnwnb.s:

- The article is well presented and the flow is smooth.



